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MIDGET TRAVEL PROTOCOL

· Midget players travel and room together.  While parents are encouraged to come along to watch and cheer on our teams and players, parents are not involved with their players during travel trips. Midget players live as a TEAM while on the road in order to eliminate distractions, and give players an opportunity to bond as a team.

· Players may fly without their parents. We understand that families have points and passes on different airlines, so we do not make any particular flights mandatory.  However, if parents are not attending a trip, unchaperoned players must be on a flight with a coach or manager. As soon as possible upon acceptance into a tournament, team managers will send out flight information on the coach and/or manager flights.  Whenever possible, Mission will make its best effort to provide two flight options from which to choose.  Note:  If a player cannot be on the coach/manager flights, and parents are not going, parents are responsible for finding a chaperone for flights (i.e. parent must make arrangements with a traveling parent who will submit written acceptance of responsibility for your player to the Mission Board of Directors).  You will also need to submit to Mission a signed “Travel Waiver,” releasing Mission of any liability.  This scenario also applies to parents wishing to send their children on “stand-by” passes.  Mission will not be responsible for minors flying alone.
· Ground transportation will be provided throughout the trip.  Upon arrival to our destination city, ground transportation will be waiting to shuttle players for the entire trip.  Typically, Midget teams travel two at a time and a motor coach is secured.  When only one team is traveling, passenger vans will be provided.

· Meals are provided and pre-arranged.  Roughly 3-5 days prior to departure, players will be provided a menu, which will explain what/where they will be eating at each meal throughout the trip.  Some meals will be eaten at restaurants, some meals will be catered and eaten in a private dining/meeting room within the hotel, and some meals will be to-go style either on the way to or from the rink.  Where applicable, 5-7 menu items will be provided from which each player may select.  Players will then be able to submit a simple order form online. For sit-down restaurant meals, food is pre-ordered and will be served to each player within minutes of walking in the door.  This has proven to be the most efficient system as the food is already selected, ordered and paid for!
· Lodging/ground transportation/food expenses are calculated and collected prior to the trip (typically at the last practice prior to departure).  This provides a “headache-free” experience for everyone, as the only cash players need is for extra snacks and/or drinks between meals.
· Players room together, but are granted their own space.  In an effort to keep travel costs down as well as provide players the opportunity to engage and bond with another, players will always room together on trips; however, Mission will always ensure that each player is provided his/her own bed.
· Mission makes every effort to ensure the highest quality for the best possible price.   Every effort is made to research lodging facilities, transportation companies and restaurants for the best possible value.  Mission engages in a bidding process where applicable and is always negotiating discounted rates for our players.  All at no extra cost to you!  You can rest assured that travel arrangements are made with caution and your best interest in mind. 

MISSION PRIDES ITSELF ON PROVIDING A FIRST CLASS EXPERIENCE IN EVERY ASPECT OF OUR PROGRAM!!
